City of Evanston, IL

Independence Park
Improvements

Community Open House #3
Chandler-Newberger Community Center Feedback
Thursday July 6, 2023 6:00pm - 8:00pm Summary




Community Open.House.#3

Chandler-Newberger Community Center
Thursday July 6, 2023 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Independence Park | Final Concept Plan Review

The planning team hosted an open house style meeting with the Evanston
community at the Chandler-Newberger Community Center on Thursday July

6, 2023. During the event, which ran from 6p-8p, the design team provided

an overview presentation, took questions from attendees and then asked the
community to participate in a series of interactive exercises, designed to explore
their thoughts and ideas for improvements to the Final Concept Plan. This input
will inform the final updates to the Independence Park plan.

The following pages document the input received during the event. This is the
third and final community engagement touch point that will be held during the
design process.







Civic C

Final Concept Plan

Key Takeaways

Participants responded positively to the concept’s overall formm and composition.

( )

“I Like the design as is - feel
it maintains what's good
while updating what is

needed.”

s

“I Love the shape, the flow and placement of features. This is a
nice sywnthesis of the most desived features of concept’s BSC.
Keeps positive features of current park - trees, lawwn, plenic
tables.”

~

“Love the plaza, stage, and flex “t was ready to have a zillion complaints but

seating. The balance of gathering asioe from the large stage which will not be useo

space anol play spaces is great.” that often | absolutely love it. it's perfect.”

While not a part of the project scope, restrooms emerged as a topic of discussion at
the Community Workshop. Participants were split on their desire for inclusion of a

restroom at the park.

“Bathroomis are an absolute need. “Bathroom! You took | |“Please add bathroomis. L'merg

Please find a way to put them in.” away library!” closed, no public bathrooms.”

“LLle the current plan
without the bathroom”

“Netghbors Like there is

no bathroom.” on Central Street for safety.”

“If you add bathrooms, they have to be

Specific feedback on the playground and plaza can be found on the following

pages of the summary.

Opposite Page: Final Concept Plan for Independence Park

Following Spread: Photos of comments received during the 07/06 Workshop
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c.Commons,

Final Cdncept Plan | Independence Park
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What do you love most?

Write your answer on a post it note and post it below!
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the Central Street communities. An entry plaza complete™"
with a performance stage to host community events,

4 ; large and small, while a series of meandering paths invite
. ﬁSD! ratIOﬂ park goers to explore the diverse and varied landscape.

} U The concept envisions an enlivened gathering space for .
|

- -II-- e

A

What could be better?

Write your answer on a post it note and post it below!
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Playscape.

Final Concept Plan

Key Takeaways

Participants responded positively to the nature-inspired qualities of the playground.

L “Nature play space Ls fun “Pletured play equipment anad
“Love the organic mix of ) g =p f i 5, o )
and different from other ornamental plantings ook Like a Lot

L d '”
play and open space playgrounds.” of fun for the Rids!”

“Love all of the green space and organic “wmovenment”
between different zones”

Participants provided feedback on playground equipment and their desires for
specific features to be intergrated.

“Plense add wore swings. We have 4 regular and 4 ) )
) ) ‘g swings would be Ldeal. They
nfant swings now and they are regularly full. Please
get veally busy!”
don't reduce!”

“Add face-me swings n infant “Add an individual and group spin
swing group” pLaggroqu{ equlpmewt”

Participants were mindful of budgetary constraints and long-term maintenance.

“How Long lasting are the more ornamental , )
) ) “‘Glven the higher cost of rubber please
pla Y structures? (s Lt wmore expensive? n
o evaluate where it is placed.”

Longevity Ls Veeg.”

Opposite Page: Photo of comments received during the 07/06 Workshop



2% The Playscape at Independence Park crafts a play expe nrsm\a L
unlike any other in Evanstan. A series of “play rooms” enab Ir'
Evanstonians large and small to scramble, slide, swing, and
explore this accessible and varied playscape that includes both
natural and structured play elements.

Playscape.
Final Concept Plan
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better?

wLe and post it below!

What do you love most?

Write your answer on a post it note and post it below!
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Community.Commons.

Final Concept Plan

Key Takeaways

Participants appreciated the flexibility and diversity of seating options.

“Love the tree grove and “Love the wmix of different tables and “Use ‘Central Street’
dining.” seating options.” colors for the tables.”

Participants provided feedback on the features within the Community Commons
and their desires for specific features to be integrated.

“Fewer benches along Central Street - “Not sure many people will be sitting on
turn bnto cafe style tables.” benches on sidewalle by parked cars.”

”%Lo@cte mchs/blcgcw repaire stanol-
sponsored by Mack's Bike and Goods on| | “Composting bins-yes”
Central St

Opposite Page: Photo of comments received during the 07/06 Workshop



——r—

| The redesigned Independence Park celebrates the J §
: S connection to Central Street. An entry plaza complete
Communlty cOmmons with a stage hosts community events, large and small,
while a shaded dining terrace with bistro tables and
Final Concept Plan chairs invites everyday enjoyrment.
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What do you love most?

Write your answer on a post it note and post it belov ©
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